



AUTHORIZATION / PURPOSE / EXEMPTIONS

This ordinance shall be known as the Camden County, Missouri Animal Control Ordinance, and these regulations are enacted under the authority of Section 192.300, RSMo., and Sections 322.090-322.130, RSMo.

The purpose of this Ordinance is for regulating the ownership and possession of animals in the unincorporated areas of Camden County, Missouri;
To protect and promote the public health and safety; 
To reduce and prevent the entrance of zoonotic diseases into the county; 
To provide for the welfare of domesticated animals in the unincorporated areas of the county. 

 Any animal used by law enforcement officers for enforcement, protection and rescue activities shall not be subject to the provisions of this ordinance.  Designated service animals shall be exempt from some portions of this ordinance as provided by federal law.














DEFINITIONS

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER is an officer employed or appointed to enforce this ordinance, and the animal welfare laws of the State of Missouri, and the regulations and procedures thereunder.

[bookmark: _GoBack]FERAL CAT is any cat of any breed that is or becomes undomesticated, untamed, wild or is not a pet.

HEALTH DIRECTOR is the head of the Camden County, Missouri Health Department.

HEALTH OFFICIAL is an employee of the Camden County Health Department appointed by the Health Director to administer or enforce the provisions of this Ordinance.

OWN or POSSESS is a property interest in an animal, actual or claimed, or the exercise of dominion or control over an animal, or the intent to exercise dominion or control over an animal with the present ability to do so.

PERSON is any natural person, business entity of any type, corporation, trust, association of any type or any other legal entity, or any agent, officer or employee of any of the foregoing.

RABIES COMPENDIUM is the most current edition of a document by that name published by the National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians which serves as a standard for rabies vaccine, treatment, and policy.





VACCINATION OF PETS	

No person shall own or possess a dog or non-feral cat over three (3) months of age unless such dog or cat is vaccinated with a vaccine approved and listed in the current year’s Rabies Compendium and administered as specified therein.

Such dog or cat must display a current vaccine certificate tag, the owner/possessor shall produce proof thereof upon request of a health official, animal control officer, or law enforcement officer.

If the dog or cat is over nine (9) months of age it must be microchipped with the owner’s/possessor’s address and contact information, or have a collar with a tag showing such information.
















GENERAL OVERVIEW ANIMALS


No person shall allow an animal to run at large in Camden County, Missouri.  Any health official, animal control officer, or law enforcement officer is authorized to capture and impound any animal that may be found running or being at large in Camden County, Missouri.

Every person who owns or possesses any animal shall attend to the needs of such animal by providing wholesome food, clean water, shelter and health care as necessary to maintain the animal’s good health.

Also, every such person shall take all reasonable and necessary steps and precautions to protect other people, property, and animals from injuries or damage which might result from their animal’s behavior, regardless of whether such behavior is motivated by mischievousness, playfulness or ferocity.
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GENERAL OVERVIEW DOGS


It shall be unlawful for any dog to be unconfined or unrestrained, or for any person who owns or possesses a dog to permit such dog to be unconfined or unrestrained, unless such dog is on real estate owned or lawfully possessed by such owner or possessor, or such dog is on real estate owner or lawfully possessed by another person who has expressly consented to the presence of such dog, or such dog is in a motor vehicle being driven or parked upon a public road, or such dog is engaged with its owner or possessor in hunting or training,  or such dog is under immediate control of its owner or possessor by means of a leash or trained command.  The provisions of this section are not intended, nor shall be construed, to abrogate or modify any other provision of law pertaining to trespass or the rights and privileges pertaining to ownership or possession of real or personal property.

The owner or possessor of a female dog in heat or estrus shall confine the animal within a building or secure enclosure, or otherwise handle such dog in a manner that it is not accessible to other dogs, except for planned breeding.

No person who owns or possesses a dog shall permit such dog to bite or attack a human being or domesticated animal except use by law enforcement police dogs, or dogs in defense training involving a person properly prepared as an attack target, or dogs lawfully defending persons or property.  







ADMINISTRATION / ENFORCEMENT OF REGULATIONS

The provisions of this ordinance shall be administered by the Health Director who shall be appointed by the Camden County Commission and serve at the pleasure of the Commission.
The Health Director is hereby authorized to appoint or designate such other health officials, an animal control officer authorized by this ordinance for the purpose of assisting the Health Director in administering or enforcing the same.
All such appointments shall be subject to the discretionary review and disapproval of the Camden County Commission.

INTERFERENCE WITH HEALTH OFFICIALS / ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS

No person shall knowingly interfere with any person appointed under the provisions of this ordinance in the performance of his/her official duties under this ordinance or as provided by state law.
No person shall refuse to deliver an animal to an animal control officer when requested to do so under impoundment provisions of this ordinance.
No person shall remove an animal from the custody of a licensed veterinarian, an animal control officer, or animal shelter by force, deceit or otherwise, when such animal has been impounded for rabies observation.

ANIMAL SHELTER, ESTABLISHMENT
The Camden County Commission, with the advice of the Health Director, shall provide an animal shelter(s) for the reception and humane care of impounded animals and for this purpose may contract with any governmental entity, not for profit corporation, association, or licensed kennel, or any other legal entity upon such terms and conditions as are mutually agreeable.

IMPOUNDMENT, GENERAL

Any animal owned, possessed or otherwise found to be in violation of this ordinance or other provision of state law may be impounded and placed in a county animal shelter by a health official, an animal control officer or a law enforcement officer.

DOG AND CAT IMPOUNDMENT FOR OBSERVATION

Any dog or cat which bites or otherwise injures any human being shall be impounded for observation and be securely confined by an animal control officer at the county animal shelter or by a licensed veterinarian of the owner’s / possessor’s choice for a period of ten (10) days after the reported bite or injury for observation for symptoms or manifestations of rabies.
If such dog or cat exhibits symptoms or manifestations of being infected with rabies, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian, then such dog or cat shall be euthanized and submitted for rabies diagnosis upon authorization of the Health Director.
If such dog or cat exhibits no symptoms or manifestations of rabies after the required observation period, then such animal shall be returned to its owner / possessor, if known.  Otherwise it shall be vaccinated and put up for adoption.

IMPOUNDED OF SUSPECTED RABIES CARRIER

Any warm-blooded animal other than a dog or cat which is reasonably suspected to be infected with rabies in the opinion of an animal control officer or health official may be seized,  impounded, and upon direction of the Health Director, may be humanely euthanized and submitted for rabies diagnosis.

ISOLATION AND QUARNATINE

The Health Director may order the temporary isolation or quarantine of domestic or wild animals reasonably suspected of having a contagious communicable disease which may directly or indirectly effect human health or food or water supplies until such time as the state veterinarian or other state or federal agency having jurisdiction assumes responsibility for animal disease management and determination of the need for further disease control measures.

PENALTY



COMPLAINT AS TO VICIOUS OR NUISANCE DOGS

A complaint may be made to the Camden County Health Department, animal control officer, or any law enforcement officer.  The complaint shall be investigated by a health department official, animal control officer, or any law enforcement office to determine if there is probable cause to believe that a dog is vicious, or a nuisance dog as defined herein.

The results of all investigations shall be submitted to the Health Director for review and determination.



















VICIOUS DOGS		

A vicious dog is any dog of any breed which without provocation or command demonstrates a pattern of unequivocal viciousness, bits or injures a human being or exhibits a pattern of behavior of biting or attacking or attempting to bit or attack human beings at any location or inappropriately attacks animals off the owner’s or possessor’s property.  No dog shall be defined or considered vicious if the dog is working for a law enforcement agency or any law enforcement officer in the performance of law enforcement work or is protecting its owner or possessor’s person or premises from someone committing a crime.  No dog shall be defined or considered vicious solely because of its breed.

NUISANCE DOG

A nuisance dog is any dog of any breed which repeatedly demonstrates threatening behavior by growling, lunging, chasing or bearing teeth towards individuals, bicyclists, motor vehicles, domesticated animals, or livestock off the owner’s/possessor’s property.














DECLARATION OF VICOIUS OR NUISANCE DOG

Upon review of any complaint(s) and investigation report(s) by the Health Director that there is probable cause to believe that a dog is vicious or a nuisance, the Director may issue a written declaration that a specific dog is vicious or a nuisance.

If a declaration is issued it shall (1) describe the dog, (2) the name and address of the owner/possessor of the dog, (3) the whereabouts of the dog, (4) the facts for such declaration, (5) the right of the owner/possessor to appeal the declaration and request a hearing, (6) the restrictions placed on the dog as a result of the declaration , and (7) the penalties for violation of the restrictions.

The declaration shall be personally served upon the owner/possessor.  If no personally served, then service is to be made according to Missouri Supreme Court Rule 54.12.

Any owner/possessor who objects to the declaration must make a written request to the Health Director for a hearing.  This request must be made within five (5) days of service.













RIGHT TO APPEAL DECLARATION, HEARING

The Health Director shall schedule an informal hearing with the owner or possessor of the dog subject of such declaration.  The hearing shall take place within fifteen (15) days of the request for review by the dog owner and possessor.

The hearing shall be conducted before the Health Director or appointed representative and the available members of the Vicious and Nuisance Dog Advisory Board.

All relevant evidence shall be received along with the recommendation from the Advisory Board.  At the conclusion of the informal hearing a decision will be made whether to affirm or set aside the declaration that the dog is a vicious or nuisance dog.

The decision by the Health Director or appointed representative shall be in writing stating the facts upon which it is made, and whether under these regulations such dog is in fact a vicious or nuisance dog.

Any further appeals shall be as provided by law.











VICIOUS AND NUISANCE DOG ADVISORY BOARD

The Camden County Commission establishes an advisory board which will evaluate the evidence concerning dogs which are claimed to be vicious or a nuisance and makes a recommendation to the Health Director or appointed representative as to whether a dog is vicious or a nuisance.

The board shall consist of four (4) members appointed by the Commission.  One (1) member shall be a licensed veterinarian, one (1) an animal control officer, one (1) an employee of Camden County Health Department, and ne (1) a citizen at large.  Each member shall serve for a term of four (4) years without compensation.

The board shall convene at the request of the Health Director to review any appeal concerning a claim that a dog is vicious or a nuisance.  There shall be no required quorum of the board members to hold an appeal hearing.
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